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Though Kevin is respectful of tradition he is not always bound by it. His
oeuvre manages to stay contemporary and reinvent itself in innovative and
surprising ways.

In a recent collaboration with The New Craftsmen, Kevin, and Lon-
don-based furniture designer Gareth Neal, created the Brodgar Series; a
unique and modern reimagining of the use of the techniques which make
an Orkney chair. The collaboration combines elements of the vernacular
Windsor chair with the Orkney chair’s straw back. The refined timber
frame is designed by Gareth Neal, and made at a small Windsor chair
factory in Warwickshire before being transported to Orkney where Kevin
adds the back.

The Orkney chair is a piece of furniture steeped in the nostalgia of tradi-
tional country life in Orkney. The chair came about as a practical response
to the Orcadian climate and the needs of the islanders. It is this kind of
functional design, fused with a curious and open-minded approach, which
enables talented craftspeople like Kevin to continue to renew the stories of
the places and people they come from.

Kevin Gauld and Gareth Neal’s Brodgar Bench, in
collaboration with The New Craftsmen
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